Try to learn from Vajpayee,
vice-prez tells C1ty students

Gaurav Pandey | TNN

Ranchi: Vice-president M Venkai-
ah Naidu on Sunday said that any
person who has got an understan-
ding of the issues related to com-
mon man and helps people is a lea-
der; not someone who is justa mem-
ber of a political party “Bringing
prosperity with one’s ability, mobi-
lity, and stability are signs of agood
leader and that comes only with go-
od character and calibre,” he said.

Naiduwas incity todeliveralec-
ture on ‘leadership qualities and
good governance’, organised by
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre for lea-
dership policy and governance of
IIM-Ranchi. He called upon stu-
dents to imbibe the values of late
prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee for the greater good. “Governan-
ce was very close to his heart and I
think by formulating innovative
policies and ensuring time-bound
deliveryof servicestoall, we willbe
able to pay him a tribute,” said Nai-
du.

Naidu also thanked IIM Ranchi
for naming the multidisciplinary
research centre after Vajpayee and
said: “I am very thankful to the pre-
mier institute for naming this cent-
re after the great leader and I think
we need to establish such centres at
all IITs and IIMs to nurture young
professionals so that these can pro-
duceleaderslike Vajpayeeji.”

Recounting his association with
the late prime minister, Naidu said,
“Tused to go around villages on bul-
lock cart requestingpeople toparti-
cipate in Vajpayee ji’s public mee-
ting whenever he visited Andhra
Pradeshand had never thoughtthat
Iwillever get close to him. But then
Igota chance to work with him and
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Vekaiah Naidu in Ranchi on Sunday

The vice-president
thanked IIM Ranchi for
naming a research centre
after former Prime
Minister Vajpayee

learnt alotabout politics and admi-
nistration fromhim.

“We need to disseminate his ide-
as on governance and policy thro-
ugh research and networking
events among the young professio-
nals so that they should also be able
to lead the country as and when re-
quired.”

When a student asked what was
the most difficult challenge for
him, Naidusmiled and said that not
beingabletoexpress himself freely,
owing to restraints of holding a
constitutional post, after spending
45 years in public life was a chal-’
lenge. Earlier during the program-
me, he had remarked that society
should do away with the colonial
practice of addressing one as his/
her excellency.
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