Ranchi airport to have better
facilities for cargo services

ASRP.Mukesh
@timesgroup.com

Ranchi: In order to provide
better cargo facilities to
transporters and logistic
firms, the Birsa Munda In-
ternational airport in Ran-
chiis comingup with a mai-
den one lakh metric tonne
cold storage, strong room
and a dedicated bay for
‘dangerous articles/items’
on its premises.

Ranchi airport director
K L, Agarwal said that these
facilities are in the final sta-
ge of construction.

“We have fixed a comple-
tion target for all three addi-
tional features at cargo sec-
tion by June 30. They will be
ready by Friday. The entire
project for all three compo-
nents were conceived at a
cost of Rs 27 lakh, while the
cold storage is being set up
ata cost of Rs5lakh alone,”
Agarwal said on Thursday:.

Onhow it will benefit pe-
ople, he said, “Usually, to
and fro cargo operations ta-
kes place on a single day
from our airport, but at ti-
mes there could be issues of
bad weather, or flight diver-
sions/delay etc, cold stora-
ge will come handy for pe-
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rishable items.”

Notably, the cargo servi-
ce, which was defunct since
last many months upsetting
traders operating from the
state, has also been resu-
med last week, he said. The
cargo services suffered de-
railment after Go Air with-
drew its operation.

“Now, we have roped in
IndiGo for operating cargo
services,” he said, adding
that the facility has been
streamlined.

Agarwal said that they
are trying their best to en-
hance facilities and add
new features to offer better
flying experience to pas-
sengers to and fro from this
airport. On Thursday, the
airport got its first dedica-

ted community library,
which will be free to use for
passengers.

“It’san innovate initiati-
ve taken with the help of
IITM Ranchi and in collabo-
ration with the Aarambha
Foundationand the Airport
Authority of India,” he sa-
id.

He added that the the li-
brary will provide passeng-
ers waiting at the airport
with intellectual engage-
ment through books. Also,
it aims to enhance reading
habits among people. “The
library is made operational
from today and will be open
to all passengers providing
them with access to a wide
range of books across va-
rious genres,” he said.
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