IM to study impact of
primary school merger

STOCK-TAKING Jharkhand has so far
merged 4,600 primary schools, to
achieve a better student-teacher ratio

= sanjoy.dey@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI: The Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), Ranchi, will
evaluate the merger of primary
schoolsin Jharkhand. The state
education department hasroped
in the institute for a detailed
study of 4,600 merged schools to
find outifthereorganisation has
brought about any improvement
ornot, department officials said.

Stateeducationsecretary AP
Singh said, “IIM Ranchi would
see if the reorganisation has
brought any benefits for stu-
dents as well as the education
system. It would alsoevaluate if
theinitiative broughtaboutany
improvement in the education of
those students who were shifted
to other schools in the merger
process,” he said. “We have
soughtafinancial proposal from
the institute for the study.”

The reorganisation exercise
of schools had also caught the

_ interest of IM Bangalore, which
expressed its willingness to
carryoutastudy on the process
and its benefits, said the secre-
tary.

Merging schools with low
enrolmentisanexercisethathas
been undertake by Rajasthan
and Jharkhand in the country
with the support of the Union
government and NITI (National
Institution for Transforming
India) Aayog, the policy think
tank of the Government of India.
Jharkhand started the merging
procedure in 2016-17.

Jharkhand Education Project
Council (JEPC) director Uma

Shankar Singh said that there
were 39,600 schools in 2016-17
under the education department
in Jharkhand.

“Qut of these, 18,000 schools
had 60 or fewer students. These
schoolshad anaverage of one or
two teachers perschool. Provid-
ing quality education was a
major challenge. One teacher
was handling four-five classes at
a time. How could one expect a
better education in these
schools?” he said.

The council said that a four-
step process —field inspection;
cross-district verification; block
and district consultation; and
final notification — was under-
takento merge the schools.

Singh said that 98% students
from the 4,600 primary schools
had been shifted and 96% of the
students had expressed satisfac-
tion with the consolidation. “We
faced difficulty in shifting 150
schools due to some technical
reasons. Now, theissue hasbeen
resolved, and students from 120
schools have been shifted,” he
said.

The reorganisation of pri-
mary schools benefited seven
lakh students, giving them better
teacher availability, and cut the
requirement of 4,500 teaching
positions. The merger process
saved the government Rs 400
crore by reducing teaching posi-
tions and infrastructure require-
ments, said JEPC officials. The
officials added that the funds
thus saved would be spent on
strengthening the education
infrastructure of the merged
schools.
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Students busy ina prlmary school class room in Jharkhand.
HT PHOTO (for representational purpose only)

Primary school fact file

Jharkhand is in the process of merging schools with
too few students or too few teachers in order to
achieve a better student-teacher ratio
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Projected beneﬂts
7 lakh students have better teacher availability

2,234

4,500 teaching position requirements reduced

T400 crore saved by the cut in teaching position and
infrastructure requirements
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